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general reader in good faith; and the delay in publica-
tion was supposed to have arisen naturally as a result
of the motive of the authoress to justify herself in the
eyes of her private friends only, in a journal written
without any notion that it would ever be made public,
still less be handed down to posterity. Evidently also
the accidental character attributed to the discovery of
the manuscript enhanced the value of Madame d'Epinay's
testimony as that of a witness taken unawares, and off
her guard ; and whose corroboration of the charges made
by the editor of the Correspondence LittSraire was
consequently a proof of their veracity.

"We shall have by and by to examine whether atten-
tion to the facts of the case allows us to believe that it was
by accident that the discovery of the manuscript work
left by Madame d'Epinay followed immediately after the
death of the last person amongst Rousseau's con-
temporaries who could have contradicted the account
given in it of the quarrel between Rousseau and his old
friends.

But here we must attend to the other writings, pre-
pared to appear in such a way as to lend support to the
theory of Rousseau's character set forth in the Corre-
spondance Litteraire, and in the Memoirs; and to
strengthen the impressions these works produced.

Different articles in the Biographic Universelle and
in the Manuel des Libraires were used to revive old
discredited libels against Rousseau, refuted and rejected
by his contemporaries; but which, resuscitated when the
disputes that had once occupied public attention were
forgotten, served to give new force to the argument that
where there is smoke there is fire; and that if Rousseau
were innocent, it seems strange so many different persons
should unite to describe an honest man as an impostor.

Amongst the articles in the Biographie Unvuerselle
containing^ allusions to Rousseau, the notice upon
Madame d'Epinay is especially important: because it
confirms the statements that the manuscript employedcepted by theder the title of Memoires demis. Streckeisen-
